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CLAIMS: 

16. An apparatus for preventing use of unaufhorised disposable or consumable 
components and allowing use of authorised dispofiable or consumable components in 
conjunction with scientific apparatus comprising: 

identification means associated with said au&orised disposable or consumables, 
sensing means associated with said scientific apparatus, and 
control means which inhibits the operation of said scientific ^paratus unless 
said sensing means detects said idaitificcitiQn means» said control means including 
storage means programmed yn!6d a stored program, and either said identifica t ion means 
or said control means includes one or more registers, said program when executed 
causes said control means to carry out the steps of: 

1) establishing communication between said control means and said 
identification means and if this is not successfiiUy completed, halting fte 
program and returning a negative result; 

2) interrogating one or more registers in said identification means or said 
contrcl means and using the information contained dierein to determine 
whether the component said identification means is associated with, is 
in an acceptable state for use with said scientific ^paratus and if not, 
halting the program and returning a negative result; 

3) o4ierwlse halting the program and returning a positive result 

1 7. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 6 Wherein said program is executed every time 
said scientific apparatus is operated and wherein said control means will inhibit the 
operation of said scientific apparatus unless a positive result is returned from said 
progranL 

1 8. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 6 wherein one or more said rcgbters at 
least store information on the number or length of usage of said component. 




19. An apparatus as claixned in claim 16 wherein said identifier 
means cooiprises an intcnogatable radio frequency identification device. 

20. An apparatus as claimed in claim 16 wherein said scientific 
apparatus comprises a chemical analyser and said disposable or consumable 
coinponents comprise at least one reagent. 

21. An apparatus as claimed in claim 16 wherein said scientific 
apparatus comprises a medical laser sj^tem and said disposable components comprise 
optical fibres. 

22. An apparatus as claimed in claim 16 wherein said scientific 

apparatus coniprise intra vascular diagnostic equipment adapted for internal diagnosis 
and treatmrat of a patient, and said disposable or consumable components comprise 
cathettt means which in use conveys a portion of said vascular diagnostic equipment 
into the vascular cavi^ of said patient 

23. An apparatus as claimed in claim 16 wherein said scientific 
apparatus comprise tissue processing equipment including slide means adapted to 
support said tii^ue in use and said dbposable or consumable components comprise 
fixative fluids or solvents v^hieh in use fix the said tissue to said slide. 

24. An qsparattts as claimed in claim 16 wherein said scientific 

apparatus comprise tissue analysing equipment including slide means adapted to 
support said tissue in use and said disposable or consumable components comprise 
slide staining means which are adqsted to in use stain the sadd tissue. 



25. An apparattis as claimed in claun 16 wherein said scientific 

apparatus comprise hacmodialysing equipment adapted to filter the blood of a patient 

and said disposable or consumable components comprise a dialysis unit including a 



filter which in use removes ivastfi pxoducta fram said patieitf ' s blood which is ckculatsd 
by said haemodialysing eqjuqmei^ 

26. AchfimcalasalysercozD{»isiBg: 
5 a reagent dispenser including a reag»t vial, 

idcntificatioii means associated witii said reagent vial, 
sensing nieans associated with said chemical analysear, and 
control naeans whidi inhibits the opetation of said chendcal anal^^er unless said 
sensing means detects said identificatian means. 
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27. A medical laser system for treating a patient comprising: 
laser generating means, 

optical means for conveying said laser from said laser generating means to said 
patient, 

15 identification means associated with said optical means» 

sensing means associated with said medical laser system, 
control means which inhibits the operation of said medical laser system unless 
said im ping means detects said Identification meansi 
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